April is Water Conservation Month

With all the lakes, streams, and wetlands in Central Florida, many people may not realize the need to conserve water, but not all this water is available for drinking or other uses by residents. In addition, Florida’s weather is fickle – long periods of wet weather may be followed by long periods of dry weather.  

Orange County usually receives about 53 inches of rain each year but only about 13 inches of water seeps into the ground to replenish the Floridan Aquifer. Using too much groundwater can dry out wetlands, lower lake levels, reduce spring flows and impair water quality from salt water intrusion. 

Conserving Florida’s water resources has become a critical responsibility that requires everyone’s participation to succeed. Future water supply needs will not be able to be met from the groundwater alone. Alternative water sources will have to be developed, and alternative management strategies implemented. One of the most important ways to ensure an adequate water supply for today and in the future is through conservation – the efficient and effective use of water.

Easy Ways to Conserve Water 

Inside and Outside
Each person in Orange County uses approximately 129 gallons of water every day for activities such as irrigating the lawn, filling up the bathtub, washing clothes, cleaning dishes and brushing teeth. There are a variety of ways that you can use water wisely.

· Be sure to turn off the water when you are shaving and brushing your teeth. 

· Take short showers – five minutes or less. Install low-flow showerheads so you can save water. New showerheads deliver 2 ½ gallons of water per minute. Older fixtures can deliver as high as 8 gallons per minute.

· Install low-flow toilets when appropriate. All homes built after 1992 must have toilets that use only 1.6 gallons of water per flush.  Older models use up to 7 gallons of water.  

· Make sure your automatic sprinkler system is equipped with a working rain shutoff device that overrides the system when enough rain has fallen. 

· Repair leaky faucets and toilets in a timely manner. 

· Use a broom to sweep debris and leaves off the driveway or sidewalk instead of washing with a hose. 

· Install waterwise plants, shrubs and groundcover such as pentas, coontie, Mexican heather, beautyberry, Simpson’s stopper, firebush, Walter’s viburnum, rosemary, plumbago, asiatic jasmine, croton and Indian hawthorn. Once established, they require only minimal watering. 

· Attach a nozzle to your garden hose so the water can be turned on and off when you wash your personal vehicle.

If you would like more information about water conservation, you can contact your local utility, the St. Johns River Water Management District at www.sjrwmd.com or the South Florida Water Management District at www.sfwmd.gov. 

What is Florida Friendly Landscaping?

Lawn and landscape irrigation can account for more than 50% of total water use at residential and commercial locations.  Water your lawn only when it needs it. Lawns need water up to two times a week in the spring and summer; less if it rains, and less in the fall and winter. Over-watering can promote weed growth, disease and fungus.  Signs of stress include the lawn turning a bluish-gray color, lingering tire tracks or footprints or leaf blades folded in half lengthwise. Apply a moderate amount of water to maintain a healthy and drought-tolerant lawn. For most soils, up to ¾ of an inch of water per application is enough to replenish the grass.       

Follow the principles of Florida Friendly landscaping to protect the environment and conserve water:

· Be sure to use the right plant in the right place. Plants selected to suit a specific site will require minimal amounts of water, fertilizer, pesticides and pruning.

· Mulch plants properly to help retain soil moisture, prevent erosion and suppress weeds.

· Fertilize appropriately – less is often best. Over-utilization of fertilizers can be hazardous to the environment.

· Water efficiently – conserve water by maintaining your irrigation system properly, watering only when plants need it and ensuring paved surfaces are not being watered.

Contact the University of Florida’s Florida Yards and Neighborhoods Program for additional waterwise information at http://cfyn.ifas.ufl.edu.

Water Up To Two Times A Week – It’s All Your Lawn Needs

Watering Guidelines

Even-numbered addresses and common areas may be watered Thursdays and Sundays.

Odd-numbered addresses may be watered Wednesdays and Saturdays.

Limit irrigation to 30 minutes or less per zone on your designated day.

No watering between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Got Leaks?

Leaks are often silent, allowing loss of water to go undetected for long periods of time. Some toilets may produce a running water sound that is easy to hear. Some leaks are visible as a small trickle running from the rim to the water in the bowl. The average leaky toilet can waste about 200 gallons of water per day.

Check for leaks by observing your water meter. Write down the entire number above the word “Gallons” on the meter. Take a second reading one hour later making sure that no water has been used inside or outside. Compare this second reading with the first reading; if the number is different, investigate further for possible leaks or water waste.
For more information, please call Terri Thill in the Orange County Utilities Water Division at 407-254-9602 or 407-254-9850, option 2.

Website: www.OrangeCountyFL.net

Email: Water.Division@ocfl.net

Para más información, por favor llame al Departamento de Servicios Públicos del Condado Orange y pida hablar con un representante en español.  

El número de teléfono es 407-254-9850. 
